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Schedule 
 

Friday, November 14th 2014 
 
4:45-5pm: Opening with Elders Betty Carr-Braint &   
                 Alan Doxtator 
 
5:00-6:00pm: Dinner 
 
6:00-7:00pm: Keynote by David Garneau  
 
7:15-7:30pm: Musical Performance by The Gertrudes   
 
7:30-8:15pm: Discussion 
 
 8:15-8:30pm: Closing  
 

 
Saturday November 15th 2014 

 
8:30am: Breakfast and opening 
 
9:00-10:30am: Panel discussion – Métis Relations  
 
10:30-10:45am: Break  
 
10:45am-11:45pm: Panel discussion – Artistic Interventions 
 
12:00pm-1:00pm: Lunch  
 
1:00-2:30pm: Panel discussion – Government Policy 
 
2:30-2:45pm: Break  
 
2:45-3:45pm: Panel discussion – (Re)Imaging Canada: Leadership and nation 
building 
 
3:45-4:15pm: Thank you & closing  
 
5pm: Special Book launch Event with Glen Coulthard.  
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Panelist Bios 
 

Paul Carl is of Algonquin, Oneida and European ancestry and is acknowledged 
by elders as a traditional man in his community. He is currently working at the 
Aboriginal Teacher Education Program at Queen's University. Paul has sat on 
Board of Directors for the Katarokwi Native Friendship Centre, Ontario 
Federation of Indian Friendship Centres, and various other committees. Along 
with other men in his community, Paul feels there is need to promote awareness 
and pride in Kingston regarding the Aboriginal community and its long and 
sometimes forgotten history in the area. He is a member of the Municipal 
Heritage Committee. 
 
Betty Carr-Braint is a Mohawk from Tyendinega Mohawk Territory. She is a 
mother of 2, a grandmother of 6 and a great-grandmother. She has her Masters 
of Social Work, Indigenous-Based from Wilfred Laurier University. She holds a 
certificate in Traditional Healing and Counseling, a certificate in Returning the 
Bundle (Traditional Practitioner) Program and a certificate for the Indigenous 
Community Health Approaches Program from FNTI. She is also certified as a 
Grief Recovery Specialist through the Grief Recovery Institute. She most recently 
obtained her Indigenous Addictions Services Certificate from Nechi Institute. She 
has worked in her community for twenty-six years, five years as a Traditional 
Practitioner and for the last five years as a Program Manager/Social Worker of 
the Enyonkwa’nikonhriyohake’ Program. Betty is currently working as the Elder-
in-Residence at Four Directions Aboriginal Student Centre. 
 
Dr. Heather Castleden is a health geographer and community-based 
participatory researcher who studies the intersections of environment and human 
health. She holds a joint appointment as Associate Professor in the Department 
of Geography (Faculty of Art and Science) and the Department of Public Health 
Sciences (Faculty of Health Sciences) at Queen’s University.  
 
Declan Cullen is from Ireland. He is currently engaged as a postdoctoral fellow 
at Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, working in the Geography Department, 
with the Health Environment and Communities Lab, and Professor Castleden. He 
is broadly interested in historical and cultural geography, with a focus on 
postcolonial theory, archival research, theories of race, colonialism, travel writing, 
and environmental history. Cullen’s doctoral research analysed the attempted 
reconstruction of Newfoundland by British colonial authorities in the 1930s and 
1940s. His postdoctoral research continues my interest in Atlantic Canada but in 
quite a different register; that of Mi’kmaq rights in Nova Scotia. Declan is 
involved, as an historical researcher, in a CIHR-funded project, “Building a Social 
Policy Framework for the Health and Well-Being of Mi’kmaq Communities: A 
Two-Eyed Seeing Approach.” His research aims to understand the forces that 
have historically contributed to high levels of dependence in Mi’kmaq 
communities, and how governments have responded to the need for income and 
other forms of support in this context. 
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Richard Day is an autonomy-oriented practitioner and theorist who lives north of 
Kingston, Ontario, in Anishnaabe territory. He is the author of Multiculturalism 
and the History of Canadian Diversity, Utopian Pedagogy (with Greig de Peuter 
and Marc Coté), and Gramsci is Dead,and is currently working on a documentary 
entitled The Equation of Insurrection. 
 
Allen Doxtator (Onyota'a:ka Nation, Member of the Oneida of the Thames, Bear 
Clan) is a spiritual adviser, workshop facilitator and trainer. Allen has worked in 
the field of Aboriginal healing and wellness for approximately 30 years. He 
shares teachings on Haudenosaunee culture, as he understands it. 
 
David Garneau is Associate Professor of Visual Arts at the University of Regina. 
His practice includes painting, drawing, curation and critical writing. He is most 
interested in the collision of nature and culture, metaphysics and materialism, 
and in contemporary Indigenous identities. His paintings are collected by The 
Canadian Museum of Civilization; Parliament Buildings; Indian and Inuit Art 
Collection; The Mackenzie Art Gallery; Mendel Art Gallery; Dunlop Art Gallery; 
The Glenbow Museum; NONAM, Zurich; Musée de la civilisation, Québec City; 
City of Calgary; the SaskArts Board; Alberta Foundation for the Arts; Paul Martin 
foundation; and are in many other public and private collections. He has curated 
several large group exhibitions: The End of the World (as we know it); Picture 
Windows: New Abstraction; Transcendent Squares; Contested Histories; Making 
it Like a Man!, Graphic Visions, TEXTiles; two person exhibitions: Sophisticated 
Folk; Reveal/Conceal, and solo shows: Diana Thorneycroft, Tim Moore. Garneau 
has written numerous catalogue essays and reviews and was a co-founder and 
co-editor of Artichoke and Cameo magazines. He has recently given talks in 
Melbourne, Adelaide, New York, San Diego, Sacramento, Saskatoon, and 
keynote lectures in Sydney, Toronto, Edmonton and Sault Ste Marie. Garneau is 
currently working on curatorial and writing projects featuring contemporary 
Indigenous art and curatorial exchanges between Canada and Australia, and is 
part of a five-year, SSHRC funded curatorial research project, “Creative 
Conciliation.” 
 
The Gertrudes The Gertrudes are a music collective from Kingston. To date, the 
band has released 3 full-length albums, among other recording projects, the most 
recent being the critically acclaimed, “Neighbourhood” (Zunior Records 2013) 
 
Dr. Stephen Gray teaches sociology at King's University College in London, 
Ontario. He holds a PhD from the Center for the Study of Theory and Criticism 
at Western University. 
 
Karl Hardy is a white settler PhD Candidate in the Cultural Studies Program at 
Queen’s University. His research is at the intersections of Indigenous studies, 
science fiction studies, settler colonial studies, utopian studies. He is primarily 
concerned with the implications of "imagining otherwise" or "social dreaming" for 
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Indigenous, diasporic peoples of colour, and white settlers in this context for 
decolonial future possibilities.  
 
Andrea Jibb is Métis from Northern Ontario. She is a Phd Candidate in French 
Studies at Western University, where she is also the Métis Nation of 
Ontario’s Infinite Reach Facilitator. Andrea recently graduated from 
True North Yoga's 200-hour yoga teacher training held at the Chippewas 
of the Thames First Nation, the first all-First Nations and Métis 
yoga teacher training. 
 
John S. Milloy (DPhil) is a professor in the Canadian Studies Department at 
Trent. His research and publishing has involved studies of “Indian policy” – the 
roots of Indian Acts, the history of residential schools and the history of the Plains 
Cree Nation, for example. Milloy has given expert testimony on behalf of First 
Nations in a number of court cases and worked for federal commissions including 
the Royal Commission 1996 and most recently as research director for the True 
and Reconciliation Commission. At present he is the Director of the Frost Centre 
for Canadian and Indigenous Studies and completing a book on federal child 
welfare policy 1940-1980, the period which saw the beginning of 60s scoop. 
 
Laura Murray is a settler Professor of English and Cultural Studies at Queen’s. 
She has published on early Indigenous writing and the early study of Indigenous 
languages; other research has concerned copyright and cultural policy, and 
nineteenth-century American media history. With Jamie Swift, she has 
researched and led walking tours of the “Swamp Ward” neighbourhood near the 
Cataraqui River, focussing on working class, industrial, and immigrant histories. 
She is an active volunteer in heritage and cultural matters in Kingston and 
currently serves on Kingston’s Municipal Heritage Committee. 
 
Erin Sutherland is a Métis curator living in Edmonton, Alberta. She is currently 
completing her PhD at Queen’s University and her research is focused on 
Indigenous curatorial methodologies, Indigenous performance art and an 
investigation into Métis curating and art practices. Erin curated a Buckskin 
Remount performance with Terrance Houle and Adrian Stimson in Kingston, 
Ontario (2011), was most recently a curatorial and research assistant with Urban 
Shaman (2012–2013), and is currently co-curating with Dr. Carla Taunton the 
exhibition Memory Keeper: Methodologies of Memory, Mapping and Gender, 
also at Urban Shaman. 
 
umar keoni umangay: A native Hawaiian (kanaka maoli), umar keoni umangay 
was raised in San Diego, grew up in Elliot Lake, Ontario, and completed his 
undergraduate and graduate schooling at the University of Toronto. He is 
currently a Lecturer at the School of Teacher Education at Charles Sturt 
University. He also taught high school at the Ohahase Education Centre in the 
First Nations community of Tyendinaga and was an occasional teacher and 
teacher at the Dufferin-Peel Catholic School Board. Previously, umar was an 
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assistant professor, and faculty liaison for the Aboriginal Teacher Education 
Program at Queen’s. Currently, his research trajectories are in the areas of post-
colonial and critical theory of indigeneity, and best practices of learner-centered 
pedagogy. 
 
Phillip White-Cree is a Researcher in the Aboriginal Rights and Research office 
within the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne. In his office he deals with historical 
research and land claims pertaining to the Mohawks of Akwesasne, and writes 
regularly on the historical events of the community. He assists on the current 
Canadian Land Claim file for the Tsikaristisere or Dundee Lands. He also sits on 
several boards regarding cultural and historical work in and around Akwesasne. 
He is also the male youth representative for the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne 
and works to promote youth resources within the local elected-government. He 
also is a member of the Safe Zone Committee which is a LGBTQ resource within 
the Mohawk Council of Akwesasne. 
He is a Haudenosaunee Promise Scholarship Alumni of the School of 
Architecture at Syracuse University within central New York State where he 
worked with the local Onondaga Nation. His major in Architecture and minor in 
Native American Studies allowed him to prepare an architectural thesis on the 
physical sovereignty of the Haudenosaunee or Iroquois by merging traditional 
leadership with modern Longhouse design. He was also attended courses at 
Carleton University, American University, and the ECOSA Institute. 
He has been a lifelong resident of the Mohawk community of Akwesasne and 
currently resides on the territory.  
 
Amber White: Formerly a successful corporate trainer and entrepreneur, Amber 
White is currently a certified K-12 teacher, teaching assistant, and graduate 
student in the Faculty of Education at Queen’s University. From the world of 
proprietorship to the world of her undergraduate program in History/Classics with 
a minor in Native Studies at Laurentian University, White has discovered that 
learning can be practiced holistically and dynamically, regardless of location. She 
also believes that “engagement opens the door to lifelong learning.” White has 
cultivated her approach to teaching through indigenous ways of knowing and 
learning, artifact acquisition and preservation, and creative hands-on learning 
experiences for each learner. 
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Trick or Treaty (1990). By Gerald McMaster. Acrylic and oil pastel on matte 
board, 116 x 96 cm. Image Courtesy of the McMichael Gallery. 
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Friday, November 14th, 2014 
 
4:45-5pm: Opening with Elders Betty Carr-Braint &   
                  Alan Doxtator 
 
5:00-6:00pm: Dinner 
 
6:00-7:00pm: Keynote by David Garneau  
The Batoche Resistance, John A Macdonald's unwillingness to 
commute Louis Riel's death sentence, and Riel's subsequent 
execution, are defining moments in Métis history and in the formation 
of Western Canada. In this illustrated artist talk, David Garneau 
describes how these events reverberate into the present and are 
expressed in his paintings and in the art of other Plains Indigenous 
folks. He will also describe his upcoming performance in January in 
Kingston where, costumed as a Louis Riel sculpture he will interact 
with the statue of John A Macdonald on the 200th anniversary of 
Macdonald’s birth. 
 
7:15-7:30pm: Musical Performance by The Gertrudes  
Sir John A Macdonald Bicentennial Commissioner Arthur Milne wants 
to celebrate “the good, the bad, and the ugly” surrounding the 
legacies of Canada’s first Prime Minister.  Enter Kingston music 
collective The Gertrudes, and their song, “Of One Almighty Nation.” 
 In an effort to help expand the historical dialogue currently honouring 
Sir John A, The Gertrudes have created an unusual song that 
certainly points to the latter of Commissioner Milne’s goals, in 
preparation for Sir John A Macdonald’s 200th birthday on January 11th 
2015.  Legacies such as the Numbered Treaties, the Chinese Head 
Tax, and Residential Schools are some of the lyrical references in the 
song that challenges the listener to consider.  The Gertrudes' musical 
arrangement characteristically blends electronic and acoustic sounds 
with complex harmonies, to the traditional tune of “Whiskey In The 
Jar” – likely a song Sir John himself sung once or twice. 
 
 
 7:30-8:15pm: Discussion 
 
 8:15-8:30pm: Closing  
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Dear John; Louis Riel (2014). By David Garneau. Performance 
Image. 
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Dear John; Louis Riel (2014). By David Garneau. Performance 
Image. 
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Saturday, November 15th 2014 
 
8-9am: Light Breakfast and welcome 
 
9-10:30am: Panel Presentation 
 
MÉTIS RELATIONS  
As historical figures, John A. Macdonald and Métis leader Louis Riel 
are often discussed in opposition to each other. The Métis troubles of 
1869 and 1885 are among the most recognized events connected to 
Macdonald’s reign. This panel will discuss Louis Riel and the Métis in 
connection to Macdonald, as well as the ways in which historical 
issues between the Métis and the government can be discussed in 
relation to contemporary government policies concerning Indigenous 
peoples. 
 
The panel will include: 
Richard Day, “The Nation-to-Nation Relation. Then and Now: Louis 
Riel and John A. Macdonald as Theorists at War.” 
Amber White, Queen’s University. “Two Steps Forward and Two 
Back: Investigating the Political Leadership Traits of Louis Riel and 
Sir John A. MacDonald through a Critical Lens.” 
Dr. Stephen Gray, King’s University College & Andrea Jibb, 
Western University. 
 “Métis Blues: The Ghost of Riel and Stephen Harper’s 
Memorialization of J.A. Macdonald.” 
 
 
10:30-10:45am: Break 
 
10:45-11:45am: Panel Presentation 
ARTISTIC INTERVENTIONS  
Much of John A. Macdonald’s legacy is communicated through 
historical monuments and public/private artwork. Panelists will 
discuss the ways in which John A Macdonald is celebrated through 
imagery and explore examples of artistic intervention into 
Macdonald’s legacy. 
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The panel will include: 
Laura Murray and Paul Carl – “Beyond Sir John: Enriching Public 
Memory in Kingston” 
Erin Sutherland – “’Talkin’ Back to Johnny Mac:’ Crashing 
Macdonald’s Birthday Party.”   
 
11:45am-12pm: Presentation on the Kahswentha Indigenous 
Knowledge Initiative by Jennifer Hardwick 
 
12-1pm: Lunch will be served. 
 
1-2:30pm: Panel Presentation 
SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD AND THE CONTEMPORARY STATE 
(1pm-230) 
This panel will include discussions about the policies enacted and 
influenced by the Macdonald government and their connections to 
contemporary Indigenous issues. Participants will explore 
government interventions that restricted Indigenous sovereignty and 
the ways in which past policies have shaped current Indigenous 
realities.  
 
The panel will include:  
John Milloy, Trent University. “The Actual Reason: Sir John A and 
the founding of the Indian Residential School System.”  
Declan Cullen and Heather Castleden, Queen’s University. 
“Blankets, Shot, Powder, and Potatoes: The Department of Indian 
Affairs, and the Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia.” 
Phillip White-Cree, Aboriginal Rights and Research Office. 
“Tsikaristisere Land Claim: Governmental Inaction and Lack of First 
Nation Recourse.” 
 
2:30-2:45pm: Break 
 
2:45-3:45pm: Panel Presentation 
(RE)IMAGING CANADA: LEADERSHIP AND NATION BUILDING 
(245-345) 
Looking forward, this panel will be a conversation about nation 
building and the connection to historical figures. Panelists will explore 
issues of decolonization and indigenization while asking where do we 
go from here.  
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The panel will include: 
Karl Hardy, Queen’s University. “Imagining Otherwise: Futurisms of 
Indigenous Peoples, Diasporic Peoples of Colour, and White Settlers 
on Turtle Island.” 
Umar Umangay. “Leadership and Nation-building: (Re)Embodiment 
Through the Guswhenta.” 
 
3:45-4:15pm: Thank you & closing  
 
5pm: Special Book launch Event with Glen Coulthard.  
Dr. Coulthard, assistant professor in the First Nations Studies 
Program and the Department of Political Science at the University of 
British Columbia. He will be discussing his new book Red Skin, White 
Masks: Rejecting the Colonial Politics of Recognition.  
Red Skin, White Masks is a work of critically engaged political theory 
that challenges the now commonplace assumption that settler-
colonization can be reconciled through a process of cultural 
recognition and accommodation. In light of this colonial impasse, 
Coulthard sets out to explore a radically decolonial politics that is less 
oriented around attaining an affirmative form of recognition and 
institutional accommodation by the colonial-state and society, and 
more about critically revaluing, reconstructing and redeploying 
Indigenous cultural practices in ways that seek to prefigure radical 
alternatives to the symbolic and structural violence that continues to 
dispossess our nations of lands, political authority, and lives. 

This book is a profound critique of contemporary colonialism, a clear 
vision of Indigenous resurgence, and a serious contribution to the 
literature of freedom."  Dr. Taiaiake Alfred, from the "Forward." 
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Nya:wen (Thank-you) 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in this conference. 
Thank you especially to the presenters and to our keynote David 
Garneau for the sharing of new ideas and sparking critical 
discussions related to John A. Macdonald at Queen’s. 
 
Thank you to our sponsors, Four Directions Aboriginal Student 
Centre, Society of Graduate and Professional Students, the 
Department of History, The Gertrudes, SALON theatre and the 
SirJohnA2015 project, and all who supported the organization of 
the conference. 
 
Thank you to the Elders, Betty Carr-Braint and Alan Doxtator, for 
their wonderful words and guidance. Thank you also to Terri 
Ward, our caterer, for supplying such fantastic meals over the 
two days.  
 
 
A special thank you to Janice Hill, Mary Wales, Laura Maracle, 
Ashley Maracle and Vanessa Maracle-McCourt from Four 
Directions Aboriginal Student Centre. It is because of your 
support that this conference was a success!  


